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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
43  CFR  Part  2710 

Procedures  for  Sale  of  Lands 

agency:  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Interior. 

action:  Interim  final  rulemaking. 

summary:  This  interim  final  rulemaking 
will  provide  the  procedures  for 
implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  December  23, 1980  (94  Stat.  3381), 
which  authorizes  and  directs  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  sell  not  more 
than  700  acres  of  public  lands  per 
calendar  year  in  and  around  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.  The  Act  further  directs  that  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  realized  by  the 
United  States  from  the  sale  be  used  to 
acquire  environmentally  sensitive  lands 
in  the  Lake  Tahoe  Basin  of  California 
and  Nevada. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  September  29, 1981, 
and  will  expire  on  December  31, 1981. 
ADDRESS:  Any  comments,  suggestions  or 
inquiries  should  be  sent  to:  Director 
(650),  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  1800 
C  Street  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
David  Hemstreet,  (202)  343-8731. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This 
interim  final  rulemaking  authorizes  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  to  sell 
public  lands  in  and  around  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  at  competitive  auction  using  as 
a  minimum  bid  a  price  to  be  established 
by  the  authorized  officer  under  a 
procedure  agreed  to  by  the  authorized 
officer  and  Clark  County,  Nevada.  The 
sale  procedure  set  forth  in  the 
rulemaking  requires  that  fair  market 
value  be  received  for  all  sales.  The 
rulemaking  requires  receipt  of  a 
minimum  of  three  bids  on  a  tract  before 
the  high  bid  can  be  considered  as  having 
established  fair  market  value  for  that 
tract.  The  authorized  officer  will  be 
authorized  to  withdraw  a  tract  from  sale 
at  any  time  prior  to  issuance  of  a  patent, 
if  he/she  determines  that  fair  market 
value  was  not  received  as  a  result  of  the 
public  auction,  or  for  any  other  valid 
reason. 

If  a  tract  is  withdrawn  from  sale  for 
the  reason  that  fair  market  value  was 
not  received  at  the  public  auction,  the 
tract  will  be  appraised  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  in  the  interagency 
Department  of  Justice  publication 
entitled  “Uniform  Appraisal  Standards 
for  Federal  Land  Acquisitions"  and 
offered  for  sale  at  a  later  date. 


This  final  interim  rulemaking  is 
needed  to  allow  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  December  23, 1980.  The 
existing  sales  regulations  in  43  CFR  Part 
2710  require  appraisal  of  all  lands  to  be 
sold  in  accordance  with  principles  in  the 
interagency  Department  of  Justice 
publication  entitled  "Uniform  Appraisal 
Standards  for  Federal  Land 
Acquisitions.”  If  the  existing  procedure 
for  lands  sales  is  followed,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  complete  the  appraisal 
process  and  sell  700  acres  of  land  during 
this  calendar  year.  Therefore,  this 
interim  procedure  is  being  adopted  so 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  can 
meet  the  Congressional  mandate 
contained  in  the  Act  and  sell  up  to  700 
acres  of  land  and  receive  fair  market 
value  for  it  prior  to  the  end  of  this 
calendar  year.  In  all  other  details,  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  regulations  in 
43  CFR  Part  2710  relating  to  sale  of 
public  lands  will  be  followed.  Every 
possible  precaution  will  be  taken  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  lands  under  this 
interim  rulemaking  to  assure  that  the 
public  interest  is  properly  protected. 

The  principal  author  of  this  interim 
final  rulemaking  is  David  C.  Hemstreet, 
Division  of  Land,  Realty  and 
Withdrawals,  assisted  by  the  staff  of  the 
Office  of  Legislation  and  Regulatory 
Management,  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

It  is  hereby  determined  that  the 
publication  of  this  document  is  not  a 
major  Federal  action  significantly 
affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment  and  that  no  detailed 
statement  pursuant  to  section  102(2)(C) 
of  the  National  Environmental  Policy 
Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4332(2)(C))  is 
required. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
determined  that  this  document  is  not  a 
major  rule  under  Executive  Order  12291 
and  will  not  have  a  significant  economic 
effect  on  a  substantial  number  of  small 
entities  under  the  Regulatory  Flexibility 
Act  (Pub.  L.  96-354). 

Under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of 
December  23, 1980  (Pub.  L.  96-586),  and 
the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  of  1976  (43  U.S.C.  1701 
et  seq.),  Part  2710,  Group  2700, 
Subchapter  B,  Chapter  II  of  Title  43  of 
the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is 
amended  by  adding  a  new  Subpart  2712 
as  follows. 

David  C.  Russell, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
August  20, 1981. 


PART  2710— SALES-FEDERAL  LAND 
POLICY  AND  MANAGEMENT  ACT 

Subpart  2712— Sales  of  PubRc  Lands  in  and 
Around  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Sec. 

2712.0-3  Authority. 

2712.1  Sale  procedures. 

Authority:  Pub.  L  96-586  and  43  U.S.C.  17D1 
et  seq. 

Subpart  2712— Sale  of  Public  Lands  In  and 
-Around  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

§2712.0-3  Authority. 

The  Act  of  December  23, 1980  (Pub.  L 
96-586)  authorizes  and  directs  the 
Secretary  to  sell  not  more  than  700  acres 
of  public  lands  per  calendar  year  in  and 
around  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  The  Federal 
portion  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
such  lands  is  to  be  used  by  the  United 
States  to  acquire  environmentally 
sensitive  lands  in  the  Lake  Tahoe  Basin 
of  California  and  Nevada. 

§  2712.1  Sale  procedures. 

(a)  Sales  under  this  subpart  shall  not 
be  made  at  less  than  fair  market  value. 
Fair  market  value  for  the  purposes  of 
this  subpart  may  be  established  by 
offering  said  lands  at  public  auction. 

The  minimum  bid  for  each  tract  of  land 
for  purposes  of  offering  at  public  auction 
shall  be  determined  by  the  authorized 
officer  under  a  procedure  agreed  to  by 
the  authorized  officer  and  Clark  County, 
Nevada.  The  highest  bid  received  shall 
be  considered  to  be  fair  market  value  for 
a  given  tract  if  at  least  3  bids  have  been 
received  for  the  tract  The  authorized 
officer  may  set  aside  the  sale  of  a  tract 
at  any  time  prior  to  issuance  of  patent  if 
it  is  determined  that  a  sale  should  not  be 
completed  for  any  reason,  including  a 
determination  that  fair  market  value  has 
not  been  received,  regardless  of  the 
number  of  bids  received  on  a  given 
tract.  A  tract  withdrawn  from  public 
sale  under  this  subpart  because  of  a 
determination  that  fair  market  value  has 
not  been  received  at  public  auction  shall 
be  appraised  and  offered  for  sale  at  a 
time  determined  by  the  authorized 
officer. 

(b)  Sales  under  this  subpart  shall  be 
processed  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  law  and  the  regulations  in  Subparts 
2710  and  2711  of  this  title,  insofar  as 
their  general  and  procedural 
requirements  are  consistent  with  the  Act 
of  December  28, 1980,  and  this  subpart 

(c)  An  offering  for  sale  of  public  lands 
in  Clark  County,  Nevada,  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  section  2(f)  of  the 
Act  of  December  23, 1980,  whether  or 
not  the  sale  is  consummated. 
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